Trisomy 13 in the fetus.
A significant number of fetuses with trisomy 13 are spontaneously or voluntarily lost before birth; however, very few such fetuses have been systemically autopsied. In the present study, ten trisomy 13 fetuses of 130-305 mm in crown-rump length, estimated gestational age from 108 days to 239 days, were examined following either karyotype or ultrasonographic diagnosis and voluntary termination. Mean maternal age was 35.1 years. The spectrum of anatomical features was similar to that observed in neonates or older infants with trisomy 13, namely, holoprosencephaly, cyclopia, microphthalmia, cleft palate and lip, cardiac defect, polydactyly, and cystic kidney. Kidney weights were significantly increased above normal in eight of nine fetuses. Histologically, the cortex of these kidneys showed increased mitotic activity and blastemic appearance, which extended deep into the medullary areas. The weights and histology of other organs were normal except for slight increases in spleen weight.